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The American people that keep this 

economy running have created more 
than 7.2 million new jobs since August 
2003—that’s 40 months straight of job 
growth. The economy added 167,000 new 
jobs last December, exceeding market 
expectations. 

Our unemployment rate is a stagger-
ingly low 4.5 percent or as I like to put 
it, our employment rate is 95.5 percent. 
A 4.5 percent unemployment rate is 
lower than the 5.1 percent average un-
employment rate of 2005, which was al-
ready a great year. 

And a low rate of 4.5 percent is lower 
than the average unemployment rate 
of the 1960s, the 1970s, the 1980s, and 
even lower than the average unemploy-
ment rate of the boom years my friends 
on the other side of the aisle like to 
point to, the 1990s. 

America’s small businesses are the 
key to unlocking this economic suc-
cess. Small businesses employ half of 
all private-sector employees and have 
generated between 60 to 80 percent of 
net new jobs annually over the last 10 
years. 

Here’s the bottom line. Since August 
2003, the American people have created 
over 7.2 million new jobs, more than 
the entire European Union plus Japan 
combined. 

So understandably, this side of the 
aisle had this objective in mind regard-
ing this bill: What is the best way to 
raise the minimum wage while keeping 
our high-flying economy aloft? 

How could we encourage economic 
growth and not hinder it? How could 
we make sure that an increase in wages 
wouldn’t create a decrease in jobs? 

This Senate has successfully done 
that, by linking an increase in the 
hourly minimum wage, from $5.15 to 
$7.25 over slightly more than 2 years, 
with targeted tax and regulatory relief 
to small businesses, so that the small 
businesses that create the lion’s share 
of new jobs in this country can remain 
competitive and employ even more 
people. 

The President last December empha-
sized the need to pair minimum wage 
increase legislation with just this kind 
of targeted tax and regulatory relief. 

In my initial speech to the Senate of 
the 110th Congress last month, I said 
we Republicans were open and willing 
to get things done with Democrats. 
And I said one of the first goals we 
should accomplish, working together, 
was increasing the minimum wage 
while providing relief for small busi-
nesses. 

Around the same time, the distin-
guished majority leader struck a simi-
lar note, pledging that when it came to 
a wage increase plus small-business tax 
relief, ‘‘we are going to do it.’’ 

I am pleased to report that we have 
done it. An overwhelming majority of 
Senators acknowledged that creating 
new jobs and expanding the economy 
are more important than partisan 
wrangling. 

And most importantly, we have 
taken care of the workers who will ben-

efit from a higher wage and the small 
businesses that grow the economy at 
the same time. 

I am pleased this Senate is doing 
that, and in doing so reinforcing a vital 
precedent. I note that the last time the 
minimum wage was increased, under a 
Republican Congress and a Democrat 
President, the same precedent was set. 

We look forward to working with the 
House of Representatives to send a 
final bill to the President that will be 
a victory for both those who earn the 
minimum wage and those who pay it. 

When that happens, we will prove 
that the words of bipartisanship and 
comity during this Senate’s first days 
were more than empty rhetoric. 

We will demonstrate that this Senate 
can come together to exercise balance 
and judgment, and improve the lives of 
both the workers who earn the min-
imum wage and the small businesses 
that employ them and keep America’s 
economy running. 

And we will show that divided gov-
ernment need not be divisive. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under 
the previous order, the majority leader 
is recognized. 

f 

BIPARTISAN CONCURRENT RESO-
LUTION ON IRAQ—MOTION TO 
PROCEED 

Mr. REID. Madam President, first of 
all, I ask unanimous consent that the 
next cloture vote be vitiated. 

Mr. MCCONNELL. Madam President, 
I object. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Objec-
tion is heard. 

Mr. REID. Madam President, this 
next vote is not necessary. As a result 
of yesterday’s breakthrough in nego-
tiations, the base bill for the Iraq de-
bate will be the Warner-Levin legisla-
tion and not S. Con. Res. 2. So I will 
vote against cloture and urge both 
sides of the aisle to do likewise. 

The most important question that I 
have been asked, by popular demand, is 
when are we going to have a vote on 
Monday. I have conferred with the Re-
publican leader on more than one occa-
sion. We can still vote at 4:30 and com-
plete the 30 hours prior to Wednesday, 
which would be our goal. So we are 
going to vote at 4:30 on Monday on clo-
ture on the Levin-Warner measure, un-
less we work something out before-
hand. Again, that is 4:30 Monday. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under 
the previous order, the clerk will re-
port the motion to invoke cloture. 

The bill clerk read as follows: 
CLOTURE MOTION 

We, the undersigned Senators, in accord-
ance with the provisions of rule XXII of the 
Standing Rules of the Senate, do hereby 
move to bring to a close the debate on the 
motion to proceed to Calendar No. 12, S. Con. 
Res. 2, a bipartisan concurrent resolution on 
Iraq. 

Harry Reid, Patty Murray, Herb Kohl, 
Jeff Bingaman, Benjamin L. Cardin, 
Frank R. Lautenberg, Charles E. Schu-
mer, Dick Durbin, Christopher J. Dodd, 
Bernard Sanders, Jack Reed, Joseph R. 

Biden, Chuck Hagel, Robert Menendez, 
Olympia Snowe, Ron Wyden, Debbie 
Stabenow. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under 
the previous order, there will now be 4 
minutes of debate equally divided be-
tween the leaders or their designees. 

Who yields time? 
Mr. REID. Madam President, we 

yield back our time. 
Mr. MCCONNELL. Madam President, 

we yield back our time. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. By unan-

imous consent, the mandatory quorum 
call has been waived. 

The question is, is it the sense of the 
Senate that debate on the motion to 
proceed to S. Con. Res. 2, a concurrent 
resolution expressing a bipartisan reso-
lution on Iraq, shall be brought to a 
close? 

The yeas and nays are mandatory 
under the rule. The clerk will call the 
roll. 

The bill clerk called the roll. 
Mr. DURBIN. I announce that the 

Senator from South Dakota (Mr. JOHN-
SON) and the Senator from New York 
(Mr. SCHUMER) are necessarily absent. 

Mr. LOTT. The following Senator 
was necessarily absent: the Senator 
from Oklahoma (Mr. INHOFE). 

Further, if present and voting, the 
Senator from Oklahoma (Mr. INHOFE) 
would have voted ‘‘nay.’’ 

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr. NEL-
SON of Florida). Are there any other 
Senators in the Chamber desiring to 
vote? 

The yeas and nays resulted—yeas 0, 
nays 97, as follows: 

[Rollcall Vote No. 43 Leg.] 
NAYS—97 

Akaka 
Alexander 
Allard 
Baucus 
Bayh 
Bennett 
Biden 
Bingaman 
Bond 
Boxer 
Brown 
Brownback 
Bunning 
Burr 
Byrd 
Cantwell 
Cardin 
Carper 
Casey 
Chambliss 
Clinton 
Coburn 
Cochran 
Coleman 
Collins 
Conrad 
Corker 
Cornyn 
Craig 
Crapo 
DeMint 
Dodd 
Dole 

Domenici 
Dorgan 
Durbin 
Ensign 
Enzi 
Feingold 
Feinstein 
Graham 
Grassley 
Gregg 
Hagel 
Harkin 
Hatch 
Hutchison 
Inouye 
Isakson 
Kennedy 
Kerry 
Klobuchar 
Kohl 
Kyl 
Landrieu 
Lautenberg 
Leahy 
Levin 
Lieberman 
Lincoln 
Lott 
Lugar 
Martinez 
McCain 
McCaskill 
McConnell 

Menendez 
Mikulski 
Murkowski 
Murray 
Nelson (FL) 
Nelson (NE) 
Obama 
Pryor 
Reed 
Reid 
Roberts 
Rockefeller 
Salazar 
Sanders 
Sessions 
Shelby 
Smith 
Snowe 
Specter 
Stabenow 
Stevens 
Sununu 
Tester 
Thomas 
Thune 
Vitter 
Voinovich 
Warner 
Webb 
Whitehouse 
Wyden 

NOT VOTING—3 

Inhofe Johnson Schumer 

The motion was rejected. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. On this 

vote, the yeas are 0, the nays are 97. 
Three-fifths of the Senators duly cho-
sen and sworn not having voted in the 
affirmative, the motion is rejected. 
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CORRECTION

August 1, 2007, Congressional Record
Correction To Page S1512
On Page S1512, February 1, 2007, the following appears: Ted Kennedy, Barbara A. Mikulski, Daniel K. Inouye ....The online version has been corrected to read: Harry Reid, Patty Murray, Herb Kohl, Jeff Bingaman, Benjamin L. Cardin, Frank R. Lautenberg, Charles E. Schumer, Dick Durbin, Christopher J. Dodd, Bernard Sanders, Jack Reed, Joseph R. Biden, Chuck Hagel, Robert Menendez, Olympia Snowe, Ron Wyden, Debbie Stabenow.


